
Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans 
Cultural Policy Candidate Questionnaire 

 
These questions were developed in conjunction with a number of musicians, 
artists, grassroots cultural organizations, and culture bearers. The same set of 
questions is being sent to all mayoral and city council candidates (with one 
question for mayoral candidates only). We will be publishing the complete 
answers on our website and expect coverage from a number of news 
organizations. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ethan Ellestad, Executive Director of 
the Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans at director@maccno.com or at 
504-327-7713. We would also be happy to set up a meeting to further discuss 
these issues if you would like. 
 
Please return your responses to these questions before September 28th. If you 
would like, you can type your responses directly on this document. 
 
E-mail your responses to director@maccno.com 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and your willingness to serve New Orleans 
and its residents! We know the culture of the city is very important to many 
voters, and we want to ensure that people have all the information they need 
to make their decision. 
 
Candidate Name: Joseph Bouie Jr. – Candidate, Council at Large Division 1 
 
1.   How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do you use to 
determine to whom the term applies? 
 
I define and model the term culture bearer as one who visibly carries their culture 
with them and helps to spread it by being authentically visible in all communities. 
 
2.   New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working class African-
American neighborhoods in particular. However, these neighborhoods, such as 
Central City, the Treme, and the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing costs, 
widespread displacement, and rapid gentrification. How will you ensure that 
housing will remain affordable for working-class communities in these 
neighborhoods and that long term residents will not be forced to move due to short-
term rentals or escalating mortgages and rent? 
 
I understand and support that the culture of New Orleans is an authentic one. We 
didn’t design it or build it to attract tourists. Our culture, especially in our 
neighborhoods, is simply who we are. We build New Orleans for us and that’s why 
tourists come. If we begin to build New Orleans for tourists, such as short-term 
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rentals, we will loose on both fronts. Tourists don’t want to see or experience a 
staged neighborhood, they want to see an authentic neighborhood, populated with 
indigenous people. I have a number of ideas but this is one of them: 
 

Developers are targeting our neighborhoods and reporting any visible violation 
to the city’s code enforcement office. This results in fines and penalties that 
residents can’t pay and when fines aren’t paid, the owner is denied the ability to 
pay their property taxes until the fines are paid. Eventually, the property is sold 
to developers for nonpayment of property taxes. This is in many cases the forced 
gentrification that we are witnessing. This has to be changed. Owners should 
always be allowed to pay their taxes. I will fight for this change once on the city 
council. 
 

 
3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry workers travel 
long distances from areas like New Orleans East to get to jobs and gigs in the 
historic core of the City. What are your plans to make public transportation more 
efficient, reliable, and cost effective for these individuals?  
 
The RTA schedule should be revised to accommodate this situation. Public 
transportation should be all about providing transportation to the PUBLIC that 
needs it. I have a friend that works in the hotel industry and sleeps at the hotel for 
hours after his shift ends, waiting for the RTA to arrive. Because they provide such a 
vital service, I would engage business owners to provide a “lil Easy” type of van 
service as an alternative, it’s a win-win. 

 
4.   The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism revenue from 10.45 
million visitors last year, many of whom were drawn here by advertising campaigns 
and images that rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture 
bearers. Despite this financial windfall for the city, many of these same musicians, 
artists, and culture bearers still live close to the poverty line. How would you ensure 
that a greater percentage of tourism revenue finds its way to the people and 
communities that create the culture that attracts these visitors?  
 
I would support a culture bearer committee or agency that monitors the treatment 
of culture bearers with regard to salaries, benefits and transportation. I see culture 
bearers as a protected class, who are vital to the city. 
 
5.   There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, where fees for large 
Mardi Gras parades are significantly less than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs 
pay for their annual second lines. How will you address this inequity? 
 
This is an easy fix. When you look at the cost to provide security, street barriers and 
sanitation for large parades, there is no comparison to the cost to facilitate a Social 
Aid and Pleasure Club parade. The fee structure should be based on a fee for 



services provided by the city. I would even explore complimentary services for our 
social clubs. 
 
6.   Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar Security Plan? 
What is one component that you would keep, and one component that you would 
change? 
 
Though well intentioned, the plan has elements that may cause irreparable damage 
to the culture of the French Quarter.  I feel that there is too much focus on the 
French Quarter when there are other areas of the city that need the attention as it 
related to crime. The reduced hours of operation are not aligned with the reputation 
of the French Quarter as being a 24 hr. entertainment center. 
The will also hurt business and the employees who work in these businesses. 
Lastly, how will individuals be encouraged to leave the streets and what will this 
look like for all individuals.  
 
7.   How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural 
businesses?  
 
All of the classifications of business that are listed above are entitled to the same 
protections as any business or citizen in the city. Once an establishment is licensed it 
should be free to operate, free of harassment. I’d like to understand the types of 
problems experienced by these business and address them head on.  
 
8.   Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street musician curfew? 
 
Yes, my only concern would be associated with some musicians that are underage. I 
would like to review and make a decision that best supports their safety. 
 
9.   New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras Indians and brass 
bands, but also funk and bounce music, spoken word, theater and dance, and much 
more. How will you partner with these diverse cultural communities in crafting 
impactful policies and decisions that reflect both the values of that community and 
our local government?  
 
This is an example where equity is favored over equality. The needs of each genre 
are different and we have to develop policies that support each genre as this is not a 
“one size fits all” situation. I’m for taking the time to engage and understand what’s 
working and what’s not and develop unique “win/win” policies. 
 
10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for youth. Provide 
one specific example of what you will do/advocate for to better leverage our 
cultural assets to build a safer community?  
 
One unique aspect of our culture is it provides opportunities to belong…to be a part 
of something that not only develops an art form but also a sense of belonging to a 



sub culture that is recognized and appreciated. I would encourage expanding art 
and culture experiences to include mentoring, teambuilding and business tutorials 
to enable the youth development. 
 
11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed down from teacher 
to student and/or elder to young torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating 
our traditions for the next generation within our current school system?  
 
The curriculum of schools can be expanded to include not just Louisiana and New 
Orleans history but also cultural history to generate an appreciation not only for our 
music but also our architecture. Students should be educated to appreciate, why 
tourist come. It’s to see them, to hear their music and understand where they live. 
The youth can begin to see their neighborhoods and the people that live there as 
valued. 
 
12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for musicians on 
Frenchmen St. & Bourbon St.?  
 
Yes, every opportunity to support our cultural bearers should be put in place 
 
13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office of Cultural 
Economy? If so, what is your vision for that agency under your leadership? 
 
 


