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Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans 
Cultural Policy Candidate Questionnaire 
  
These questions were developed in conjunction with a number of musicians, artists, grassroots 
cultural organizations, and culture bearers.  The same set of questions is being sent to all 
mayoral and city council candidates (with one question for mayoral candidates only).  We will 
be publishing the complete answers on our website and expect coverage from a number 
of news organizations. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact Ethan Ellestad, Executive Director of the Music and 
Culture Coalition of New Orleans at director@maccno.com or at 504-327-7713.  We would also 
be happy to set up a meeting to further discuss these issues if you would like. 
  
Please return your responses to these questions before September 28th. If you would like, 
you can type your responses directly on this document. 
  
E-mail your responses to director@maccno.com 
  
Candidate Name: LaToya Cantrell 
  
1.     How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do you use to determine 
to whom the term applies? 
 
For me, the term would apply to those that help define, embody and exemplify culture while 
bringing it to others. That can happen through music, visual arts, dress,dance, food, writing and 
possibly other forms including architecture and craftsmanship.  
 
Determining hard fast criteria for culture bearers, especially New Orleans culture bearers, is 
going to be subjective and invite great, full-throated debate. In other words, when you try to 
define what is and what isn’t culture--and we see and hear these discussions in our restaurants, 
coffee shops, bars and now in social media channels--count on an argument. And it’s a fight 
worth having, but I think true leadership is about bringing people together, listening and building 
consensus. So I would prefer to create an atmosphere that can facilitate that, and to focus on 
preserving and celebrating our culture.  
  
2.     New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working class 
African-American neighborhoods in particular.  However, these neighborhoods, such as 
Central City, the Treme, and the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing costs, 
widespread displacement, and rapid gentrification.  How will you ensure that housing will 
remain affordable for working-class communities in these neighborhoods and that long 
term residents will not be forced to move due to short-term rentals or escalating 
mortgages and rent? 
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As a New Orleans Councilwoman, I have prioritized creating affordable housing by creating the 
density bonus, redirecting the Neighborhood Improvement Fund to homeowners and neighbors 
instead of code enforcement attorneys, working with housing advocates and getting state 
funding for case management services for homeowners stuck in Road Home.  
 
It’s not enough because our people continue to be priced out and forced to leave neighborhoods 
that their families have called home for generations. As mayor, I will do the following: 
 
POLICY DETAILS 
 
Use all the tools in the toolbox, including many of those proposed in the local Put Housing First 
Platform. 

EMPOWER NEIGHBORHOODS  
“Provide affordable housing options for local citizens” 

● Focus on preservation of existing affordable housing stock..  

● Offer incentives for landlords to moderate rent.  

● Encourage new housing in keeping with the character and affordability of our 
neighborhoods. 

● Transfer remaining Road Home properties to new homeowners / Incentives for local 
citizens. 

● Encourage employers to provide down payment assistance for their employees 

● Reform the lien process and provide property tax relief to struggling families. 

● Help families own homes and build wealth / First-time owner tax abatement program. 

● Prioritize vacant property development and increase access to capital for development. 

● In terms of STRs, bring neighborhoods into the discussion, examine new requirements 
and tighten enforcement. 

 
● Work with legislature on a constitutional amendment allowing the city more 

flexibility/oversight over property tax policy. Use this to incentivize affordable housing. 
(GNOHA questionnaire)  

 
● Incentivize energy efficiency projects for the landlord community, to help lower energy 

bills, while also creating more green jobs in our community (GNOHA) 
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http://www.gnoha.org/main/put_housing_first
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/10/neighborhood_housing_improveme.html
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/07/in_fight_against_gentrificatio.html
http://www.gnoha.org/main/put_housing_first
http://www.nolacitycouncil.com/content/display.asp?id=54&nid=%7B99388298-421A-4DAC-82AF-74485B4257C6%7D
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● Build affordable units: Gap financing program for developers leveraging other state and 
federal incentives (eg Historic Tax Credits, 4% Low Income Housing Tax Credits) 

 
 
3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry workers travel long 
distances from areas like New Orleans East to get to jobs and gigs in the historic core of 
the City. What are your plans to make public transportation more efficient, reliable, and 
cost effective for these individuals?   
 
I think in order for New Orleans to be considered a world class city, we need a world class 
public transportation system that takes into account our workers and not just tourists. I will want 
to fully examine the budget to see where the money can come from. Additionally, we 
should work with RTA and groups such as Ride to ensure we are taking advantage of 
all federal funding. I also interested in providing shuttles and other methods so 
musicians and other hospitality workers can safely and cost effectively get to work.  
  
4.     The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism revenue from 10.45 million 
visitors last year, many of whom were drawn here by advertising campaigns and images 
that rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture bearers.  Despite this 
financial windfall for the city, many of these same musicians, artists, and culture bearers 
still live close to the poverty line.  How would you ensure that a greater percentage of 
tourism revenue finds its way to the people and communities that create the culture that 
attracts these visitors? 
  
This starts with creating a more equitable New Orleans. I think we need to address increasing 
wages and lowering costs. I have advocated for a higher minimum wage, but I have also 
worked hard to increase affordable housing opportunities, and to create better transit options 
for our people. I am going to continue to do so as mayor. 
 
I am also working with the masking community to create a city-recognized council that could 
provide a means of support for Mardi Gras Indians, social aid and pleasure clubs and other 
communities to be able to benefit from the marketing and branding of their culture. We need to 
end the exploitation of our people and create means by which our musicians can profit off of 
the culture that profits off of them. I also believe we can do a better job of connecting some of 
the organizations that have access to funding like NOTMC to our musicians. 
 
Something that I would consider is expanding the Mayor’s Office on Cultural Economy to 
include economic growth for the local music industry. Finally, we already have organizations 
like NOTMC, that are well-funded to market our culture, why can’t they be leveraged to 
educate businesses and create opportunities based off of these tax incentives? We need to be 
more collaborative and strategic. That is the approach that I have taken as a community 
organizer and councilmember and it is the approach that I will take as mayor. 
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5.     There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, where fees for large Mardi 
Gras parades are significantly less than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs pay for their 
annual second lines.  How will you address this inequity? 
 
I feel that we are often nickeling and diming our people and its effect is obviously more impactful 
on our poorer residents. It’s unfair and I want to reform our fees and fines structure.  
 
6.     Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar Security Plan?  What 
is one component that you would keep, and one component that you would change? 
 
 I support the plan in theory but the execution of the plan will dictate my overall support. I 
support the use of crime cameras but I would open up the budget of the plan to other possible 
uses and I would be more communicative with neighborhoods about where cameras will be 
placed and how they would be used. 
 
7.     How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural 
businesses? 
 
This is part of policy platform for jobs, businesses and transportation. Provide access to capital 
and resources to small business such as barbershops, beauty salons, bars, music venues and 
other bricks and mortar businesses. Too often, these businesses have been overlooked in our 
emerging entrepreneurial community, but incubators like Propeller are expanding their focus to 
include them and I will support this effort as mayor.  
 
8.     Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street musician curfew? 
 
The way we regulate noise and sound does not work for anyone. Our current noise ordinance 
is not enforceable, and when officials try to enforce it, the approach is heavy handed. We 
should discuss the curfew in context of reforming the ordinance. I do think we can do better, 
but I will not make any changes to the current ordinance until I re-engage with the music 
community, neighborhoods and anyone else that could be affected by changes to the current 
law. 
 
 
9.     New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras Indians and brass bands, 
but also funk and bounce music, spoken word, theater and dance, and much more. How 
will you partner with these diverse cultural communities in crafting impactful policies and 
decisions that reflect both the values of that community and our local government? 
 
As previously stated, I would like to look at expanding the Mayor’s Office on Cultural Economy 
and creating a city-recognized committee for our music, masking and other culture bearer 
communities so that government is listening, collaborating and building consensus before 
implementing policies and decisions that affect these communities. This has always been my 
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process--it worked particularly well with the smoke-free ordinance--and I will continue this 
process as mayor.  
  
10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for youth. Provide one 
specific example of what you will do/advocate for to better leverage our cultural assets to 
build a safer community? 
 
Investing in education, youth, and families is crucial for improving long term economic 
opportunity / equity, fostering the city’s economic growth, revitalizing neighborhoods, and 
improving public safety and quality of life. This should include cultural activity and I propose 
creating an Office of Youth and Families so that we can connect our kids with the vast amount 
of opportunities available such as NORDC, New Orleans Public Library, sports leagues and 
music and art programs.  

For many years, I have supported our public library system and led Broadmoor’s effort to create 
the city’s only library and community center. One of the outstanding features of the Rosa Keller 
Library and Community Center is the wide array of programming, which includes cultural 
programs. I would like to see that effort expanded more and more throughout our city.  

  
11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed down from teacher to 
student and/or elder to young torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating our 
traditions for the next generation within our current school system? 
 
The city’s public schools will return to local control under the Orleans Parish School Board 
(OPSB) in 2018. This is an opportunity to improve our schools and involve communities. While 
the mayor’s office doesn’t directly oversee or fund public education, the office, through the 
creation of an Office of Youth and Families, can serve as a connector and facilitator between 
the public and private entities invested in education / youth and families.  

As a Councilperson, I was able to find $10 million in unspent funds, which I redirected to our 
public school systems. Working with the Office of Youth and Families, as mayor I would be open 
to leveraging the work of that office to seek to opportunities to perpetuate this tradition within our 
school system. 

  
12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for musicians on 
Frenchmen St. & Bourbon St.? 
 
Yes.  
  
13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office of Cultural Economy? If so, 
what is your vision for that agency under your leadership? 
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Building on what I’ve already addressed for that office, I would want to expand its vision to 
include seats at the table for our culture bearers so that their voices are heard and we can 
create policy, decisions and goals for not only maintaining our cultural economy, but also so we 
are providing resources for its survival. We need to honor our musicians and our culture 
bearers, and more importantly we need to give them resources so they can thrive. Musicians 
and the music community have clearly boosted the local economy, particularly the tourism 
industry, and yet the City hasn’t done nearly enough to recognize that contribution, nor share in 
the dollars generated. Too many musicians and their families live hand to mouth without health 
insurance. That needs to stop and under my administration, it will.  
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